CHAPTER      TWELVE
at the amazing lucidity of his venerable brain but
also at the eagerness with which he listens to the
arguments of younger men. Mellon had both that
lucidity and that eagerness. For example:
He had been explaining to me the peculiarities of
unemployment in America. He had pointed out
that the comparatively negligible unemployment was
due to no fundamental causes, as in England, but
to a combination of economic and psychological
accidents. He instanced the coal strike in Pennsyl-
vania, and coloured his theme by telling me of the
apparent antipathy which any coal miner feels for
changing his job. As he spoke, although he used no
sharp colours, no exaggerated words, I seemed to
gain a very clear picture of the American coal
miners,
'Such unemployment as there is could be very
quickly absorbed/
*I wish I could say the same about England,* I
said.
'Isn't it getting better there?7
*I fail to see how it can ever get better.' And I
told him why. Afterwards it struck me as faintly
comic that I, who have great difficulty in adding up
a laundry bill, and know less about finance than a
rabbit, should be expounding to one of the great-
est international financial experts the causes of a
nation's industrial decline. But I also remembered,
in retrospect, the quiet keenness with which he had
listened to my probably puerile dissertation, how
his eyes had never left my face, how he had nodded
when I made a point with which he agreed, and how
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